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Equipping ourselves, 
parents, and students 
with knowledge and skill 



Why advocacy? 



What are the issues? 

• Parents can’t help their students 
• Data collection and assessment 
• Conflating issues (assessment, teacher 

evaluation, standards) 
• Believing the myths 
• Sunday School Teacher Syndrome 
• Teachers with shallow understanding 
• Focus on the wrong things 





What do you think? 

• Resistance from teachers and/or parents notwithstanding, 
even the most progressive districts, schools, teachers, and 
parents are likely to crumble under pressure from 
plummeting test scores that seem virtually a fait accompli 
for spring of 2015 and several national testing 
administrations thereafter. 



What do you think? 

• Parents who've not been induced to buy in or at least 
remain open to the Practice Standards can be relied upon 
to continue to protest to districts, states, and nationally, as 
well as to individual teachers and principals, to try to 
ensure that their children see mathematical activities 
created in the spirit of the Practice Standards in a harshly 
negative light, and in many other ways to undermine 
efforts to shift mathematics education in the US towards a 
more process-oriented, thoughtful classroom practice. 
 





When it works 





Who is the audience? 











 The Common Core State Standards are not 
internationally benchmarked. 



 The Common Core State Standards have 
reduced parent influence on their children’s 
education. 



 The standards were informed by the best in 
the country, the highest international 
standards, and evidence and expertise about 
educational outcomes. 



 The mathematics standards lay a solid 
foundation in whole numbers, addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, 
and decimals. 



 The mathematics standards lay a solid 
foundation in whole numbers, addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions, 
and decimals. 



 The common core prevents students from 
achieving at the highest level by tracking 
them so they cannot take algebra in 8th 
grade. 



 Key math topics are missing or appear in the 
wrong grade. 



 Teachers were not involved in the writing 
process. 



 The Standards were not field tested. 



 The evidence base includes scholarly 
research, surveys on what skills are required 
of students entering college and workforce 
training programs, assessment data 
identifying college‐ and career‐ready 
performance, and comparisons to standards 
from high‐performing states and nations. 



 The Common Core requires states to collect 
student data and provide information to the 
feds 



 The standards tell teachers what to teach. 



 The Common Core is a state‐led effort that is 
not part of No Child Left Behind or any other 
federal initiative.  



 Teachers will continue to devise lesson plans 
and tailor instruction to the individual needs 
of the students in their classrooms. 



 There are no data collection requirements for 
states adopting the standards.  





http://www.thecommoncore.com/
http://www.thecommoncore.com/












The Toolkit includes 
• NCTM Communications 

Guide  
• Tips on interacting with 

legislators and 
legislative staff  

• A Congressional 
Directory 

• Fliers on important 
NCTM initiatives 





• Misinformation 
• Implementation (e.g., technology, 

professional development) 
• Drop in student achievement scores 
• Political/leadership turnover 
• Move towards influencing school 

boards 
 



• Make college- and career-ready standards a strategic or 
legislative priority and set up a working group to focus 
on it. 

• Write an op-ed in support of the CCSS,  
• Speak about the CCSS in terms of economic 

development or global competitiveness 
• Encourage partnerships with business groups and higher 

education 
• Host events or webcasts to share information to keep 

the public updated on developments in CCSS 
implementation.  

• Reach out with phone calls, informational emails and in-
person meetings with key decision-makers to explain 
why you care about the CCSS.  

• Provide in-person testimony or letters of support on 
major college- and career-ready legislation. 



•What strategies have you 
used or can be used to gather 
like-minds, establish 
relationships, and maximize 
influence? 



NOW DO IT! 
Diana.suddreth@schools.utah.gov 
@disudds 

mailto:Diana.suddreth@schools.utah.gov
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