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Organizing Student Choices 

THINK-TAC-TOE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MENU 
 

 

“I CAN” chart  
 
 

 

MUST DO/CAN DO 
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Have a System of Routines & Procedures: 

How do we treat each other when we share ideas, questions, and answers? 

How do we ask each other questions? 

How do we show our work?   

How do we choose partners or groups? 

How do we use manipulatives? Where are they?  What do we do when we are finished with 

them? 

What do we do if we need help while the teacher is working with a group? 

What if I don’t know HOW to do an activity? 

What if I start an activity, but I don’t have time to finish it? 

AND SO MUCH MORE ….   

Taking the time to work through all of this will ensure that you have a classroom community for 

Math Workshop. 

Have a Place for Everything and 
Everything in its Place: 

Have a place for manipulatives and a variety to choose from.  What you think is most effective 

may not be the manipulative that makes the most sense to all of your students.   

Have materials such as paper, pencils, scissors, crayons so students can feel free to show their 

work in a variety of ways.   

Have a place for small groups and whole group.   

Have a place for students for turn things in when they are finished.   

Have a place for cooperative learning.  If you are given desks, you may want to consider 

arranging them in a table format to promote dialogue.   

Taking time to think through these things when setting up your classroom will ensure that you 

have a classroom environment for Math Workshop.   
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Sample Schedules: 

Teacher meets with small groups while other students are engaged in multiple 

activities.   

   

5 minutes Whole group number talk or 
count around as a warm-up 
 

 

10 – 15 minutes Teacher meets with first  
group 
 

While teacher is 
meeting with groups, 
other students in the 
classroom make 
choices using a menu, 
think-tac-toe, or must-
do/can-do.  A system 
has been established 
so that students know 
what to do when 
finished and what do if 
they have questions  

10-15 minutes Teacher meets with second 
group 
 

10-15 minutes Teacher meets with third 
group 
 

10-15 minutes Teacher meets with fourth 
group 

10 minutes Reflection, Group connection, 
formative assessment 
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Teacher meets with small groups while other students are engaged in one 

activity that they work on in collaborative groups.   

   

5 minutes Whole group number talk or 
count around as a warm-up 
 

 

10  minutes Teacher meets with first group 
 
 

While teacher is 
meeting with groups, 
other students in the 
classroom are working 
in collaborative learning 
groups on a cognitively 
demanding question 
with more than one 
entry point.  A 
classroom community 
has been established 
so that students are 
respectful of one 
another’s ideas, probe 
one another for proof, 
and are open to more 
than one way to look at 
a problem.   

10  minutes Teacher meets with second 
group 
 

10 minutes Teacher meets with third 
group 
 

10 minutes Teacher meets with fourth 
group 
 

15 minutes Students share out their 
solutions and their methods 
for solving.  Students reflect 
on similarities and differences, 
making connections to other 
groups’ strategies.   

 

 

 

 

 


