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Number Bonds 

• Developing part-whole thinking 

• Using a CPA approach 

• Compose and decompose numbers 

• See inverse relationships 

• Develop algebraic thinking 

 

Ways to practice number bonds: 
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How Many Ways Can You (Correctly) find the Difference 62 

and 18? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



For each of these, solve concretely, pictorially, then 

abstractly.  What do you notice?  

1.  Jay had 9 cupcakes.  He gave 5 to friends.  How many does 

he have left? 

 

2.  Jay had $5 to buy cupcakes.  How much more does he need 

if the cupcakes cost $9? 

 

3.  Jay has 9 cupcakes.  Sarah has 5 cupcakes.  How many 

more cupcakes does Jay have than Sarah? 
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