
It’s more than 
geometry.  
 

MATH AND  
THE OVAL OFFICE 



VACATION SCHEDULE ELECTION 



WHO WON?!?!  



PLURALITY SYSTEM 



CALIFORNIA RECALL 2003 



THE CALIFORNIA BALLOT 



 

Is it fair? 

CONSIDER THIS QUESTION . . .  



THE HARE SYSTEM 



AMERICAN IDOL 



 

Once your first choice 
has been eliminated, 
who will you vote for?  

CONSIDER THIS QUESTION . . .  



BORDA COUNTING 



EUROVISION 



COOMBS METHOD 



SURVIVOR 



THE DICTATOR SYSTEM 



THE BACHELOR 





 
 

What happens when the dictator 
doesn’t make a choice? 

CONSIDER THIS QUESTION . . .  



WHICH SYSTEM IS BEST? 



¡  Replace with grad speakers 



¡ Plurality 
¡ Hare (elimination system) 
¡ Borda Count (points system) 
¡ Coombs (most hated candidate 
voted off) 

 

LET’S EXPLORE THESE SYSTEMS . . .  



¡ What is the system?   
¡ Dig into the data.  
¡ Who wins? 
¡ Is it fair? 

THE TASK . . .  



WORK TIME 



HINTS FOR ELIMINATION METHODS . . .  



WORK TIME 



¡ Recap your system 
¡ Share arguments for and 
against 

 

 
 

DISCUSSION PROTOCOL:  
WHICH SYSTEM IS THE MOST FAIR? 



¡ WHIP AROUND 
¡ OPEN EXCHANGE 

DISCUSSION PROTOCOL:  
WHICH SYSTEM IS THE MOST FAIR? 



FOR EXAMPLE . . . 



¡ WHIP AROUND 
¡ OPEN EXCHANGE 

DISCUSSION PROTOCOL:  
WHICH SYSTEM IS THE MOST FAIR? 
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Download our handouts from the 
Online Planner! www.nctm.org/
planner 
 
 
 

THANK YOU  



 
 

Rate this presentation on the conference app! 
www.nctm.org/confapp 
 
 
 
 

Download our handouts from the Online Planner! 
www.nctm.org/planner 
 
 
 
 

Join the conversation! Tweet us using the 
hashtag #NCTMNOLA 
 


