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Objectives of Session

● Understanding and choosing a discussion forum

● Implementing online discussions 

● Using as formative assessment



Why Use Online Discussion Boards?

● Develop students’ mathematical communication

● Effective teaching includes facilitating mathematical 
discourse (NCTM, 2014) 

● Teachers can struggle to connect important 
mathematical concepts in the moment (Stein et al., 2008) 
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Online Discussion Boards

https://www.edmodo.com/
https://www.schoology.com/
https://canvas.instructure.com/login/canvas
https://piazza.com/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/
https://www.polleverywhere.com/


Features of Discussion Boards

● Force users to post before seeing others replies

● Equation editor

● Inserting pictures 

● Inserting graphs

● Make posting anonymous 



● Promotes students’ 
verbal explanations

● Analyze verbal 
explanations for 
equivalence and 
differences

Encouraging & Supporting Justifications



● Submit as 
pictures

● Use of different 
tools to solve 
problems

Various Ways to Solve Problems



● Allows students to 
practice “reading” 
mathematics

● Discussion extended to 
include efficiency, 
notation etc.

Allow Student Work to Guide Discussion



Comparing Methods or Techniques

● Teacher constructed 
solutions to compare

● Also can include 
incorrect solutions



● Include a response to the 
post with some additional 
information 

Including a Teacher Response

● Works best when you 
have the option of 
students not seeing posts 
until they have posted. 



Some other considerations…

● Use online discussions to set the stage for an in 
class discussion

● Discussion or Assignment



What are some of your ideas?

Do you have any ideas about discussion 
topics or organization that could be 
helpful for others? Please share!
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Questions?



● To make links easily accessible:
○ Create a QR Code at http://www.qrstuff.com/
○ Create a tiny url at tinyurl.com 

Other Resources

http://www.qrstuff.com/

